· Common Grammatical Errors and How to Avoid Them
Identifying and rectifying common grammatical errors is essential for achieving clarity and precision in written and spoken communication. In Module 6, we'll address some prevalent grammatical errors and provide strategies to avoid them effectively.
· Subject-Verb Agreement:
· Error: "The team was divided in their opinions."
· Correction: "The team were divided in their opinions."
Avoidance Strategy: Ensure that the verb agrees in number with the subject. Singular subjects require singular verbs, and plural subjects require plural verbs.
· Misplaced or Dangling Modifiers:
· Error: "Riding the bicycle, the tree fell."
· Correction: "While riding the bicycle, he saw that the tree had fallen."
Avoidance Strategy: Place modifiers close to the words they modify to prevent ambiguity or unintended meanings.
· Run-on Sentences:
· Error: "I went to the store I bought groceries I met a friend."
· Correction: "I went to the store, bought groceries, and met a friend."
Avoidance Strategy: Use appropriate punctuation (such as periods, commas, or semicolons) to separate independent clauses or ideas within a sentence.
· Incorrect Use of Pronouns:
· Error: "Each student must submit their assignment."
· Correction: "Each student must submit his or her assignment."
Avoidance Strategy: Use gender-neutral language or rephrase sentences to avoid ambiguity or incorrect agreement between pronouns and antecedents.
· Lack of Parallelism:
· Error: "She likes skiing, hiking, and to swim."
· Correction: "She likes skiing, hiking, and swimming."
Avoidance Strategy: Ensure that items in a list or series are grammatically parallel in structure, maintaining consistency and clarity.
· Incorrect Word Forms:
· Error: "He have been working here for five years."
· Correction: "He has been working here for five years."
Avoidance Strategy: Pay attention to verb forms, noun-verb agreement, and the correct use of verb tenses to maintain grammatical accuracy.
· Confusion between Similar Words:
· Error: "Their going to the concert, there going too."
· Correction: "They're going to the concert, their going too."
Avoidance Strategy: Practice distinguishing between commonly confused words (e.g., there/their/they're, your/you're, its/it's) to ensure correct usage.
· Double Negatives:
· Error: "I didn't see nobody at the party."
· Correction: "I didn't see anybody at the party."
Avoidance Strategy: Avoid using two negative words (e.g., didn't + nobody) in the same sentence, as they cancel each other out and create confusion.
Implementation Tips:
· Regular Practice: Provide learners with ample opportunities to practice identifying and correcting grammatical errors through exercises, quizzes, and writing tasks.
· Feedback and Correction: Offer constructive feedback on learners' written and spoken language productions, highlighting recurring grammatical errors and suggesting corrections.
· Reference Materials: Equip learners with grammar handbooks, online resources, and language tools to help them self-correct and reinforce their understanding of grammar rules.
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